Guidelines for BTV 2025 Application Form

The Best Tourism Village (BTV) 2025 competition aims to recognize and promote villages that
demonstrate outstanding tourism initiatives while preserving cultural, natural, and social values. This
document provides detailed guidelines on the application process, evaluation criteria, and
submission requirements for participating villages, districts, and states. By following these
instructions, applicants can ensure a seamless submission process and enhance their chances of
selection. The guidelines also include best practices for document submission, evaluation
procedures, and digital file management to facilitate an efficient and transparent selection process.

Submission Process for Best Tourism Village (BTV) 2025
1. Application Distribution & Submission at Village/District Level

e The Word and PDF versions of the BTV 2025 application form have been shared with all
States and UTs by the Ministry of Tourism (MoT).

e States/UTs must circulate the application form to districts and eligible villages within their
jurisdiction.

e Villages, in coordination with their respective districts, must complete the application form
and submit their entries via email to their respective State/UT Tourism Department.

e To manage supporting documents efficiently, villages/districts should upload all necessary
documents to Google Drive and provide the viewable links in the relevant sections of the
application form. Applicants must ensure that the share settings allow access to evaluators at
the state level.

2. State-Level Evaluation & Shortlisting

e Each State/UT will evaluate all applications received based on the official marking scheme
provided by the Ministry of Tourism.

e States/UTs will access supporting documents via the Google Drive links shared in the
application forms.

e After evaluation, each State/UT will finalize the top two entries that best qualify for the Best
Tourism Village 2025 recognition.

e Rest of the entries, received by states have to be submitted via email to
cnartindia@iittm.ac.in

National-Level Submission via Portal

e Once the top two villages have been selected, States/UTs must submit the applications
through the official BTV 2025 portal provided by the Ministry of Tourism.

e Login credentials for the portal will be provided to each State/UT for direct access.
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e States/UTs must ensure that all relevant supporting documents are uploaded directly to the
portal along with the final applications. Only the most essential and relevant documents
should be uploaded to avoid data overload.

e All submissions must be uploaded on the portal by 15th March 2025.

General Guidelines for filling the form.

1. For any village to be considered for BTV, the following eligibility criteria should be fulfilled:
a. Low population density and not exceeding 15,000 inhabitants.
b. Located in the radius of famous places, Tourist destinations or landscapes.
c. Having Traditional activities including agriculture, craft, cuisine etc.
d. Having a history of community values or based on past achievements.

2. All information must be submitted in English only. Information in any other language will not
be considered.

3. All supporting files must not exceed 2 MB

4. In the section - Areas of Evaluation, if you select YES, you must explain your answer in detail.
If you leave it blank, it will be counted as a NO.

5. We strongly encourage candidates to focus on providing as much as possible specific and
concrete information for the purpose of evaluation. Please avoid providing generic
information that does not allow for proper assessment of the village's initiatives in that
particular topic. For example, if a village mentions initiatives related to the question that are
being developed in the village, but does not provide details on that initiative (beneficiaries,
impact, measures...) the answer may be considered incomplete.

6. In areas of evaluation. applicants are invited to submit a maximum of 3 relevant supporting
links per question. In case of providing links to file storage (e.g. Google Drive) or File Sharing
(e.g. We Transfer), please ensure that access is guaranteed and does not require a specific
password, and that they do not expire. Failure to submit the supporting links will result in the
impossibility to assess adequately that area for evaluation.

7. Format and limit specified: PDF format, limit specified in the number of words allowed per
question, 2MB max. For heavy documents you can upload the drive link of the same
mentioned in a pdf document.

8. Further, field wise guidelines are provided along with questions to help you fill the form.

9. Link for all relevant documents: BTV 2025 Documents

Basic Information of Village

Please make sure to write the exact name of the

1.1. Name of the village* .
village
Sometimes, there can be more than one village with
. . the same name in the country. Please, insert the name
1.2. Region/ province/ prefecture/ 4

of the region, province, prefecture, municipality or
other relevant geographic or administrative
indications to help us identify the village

municipality*

1.3. Geographical Coordinates of When providing the geographical coordinates of the
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-CxJDWWq6ZEUNL32jLan5Ka6JTtnExMz?usp=sharing

the village*:
e Latitude

e Longitude

village, please use the format "latitude, longitude"
with decimal degrees, ensuring that latitude ranges
from -90 to 90 and longitude from -180 to 180. The
coordinates should be indicated following the
following format: o Latitude: 40.7128 o Longitude:
-74.0060

1.4. Population of the village

(number of inhabitants) *
Submit/provide a supporting document of
the population census for the village for
the latest year available

Considering that a maximum of 15.000 inhabitants is
an eligibility pre-requisite, please indicate the number
of inhabitants and do not forget to submit a
supporting document on population census for the
village for the latest year available. Kindly note that
this field is mandatory. Failure to upload the required
documentation may result in the exclusion of the
village from the application screening process.

1.5. Extent of the village’s territory
(in square km)
1.6. Contact information for representatives in the village.

First Contact (The contact provided will be the representative for all communications with the

Ministry of Tourism.)

1.6.1. Title (Mr./Ms./Other) *

1.6.2. Family Name*

1.6.3. First Name*

1.6.4. Institution*

1.6.5. Position*

1.6.6. Street Address and Number*

1.6.7. State/Province*

1.6.8. Postal/Zip Code*

1.6.9. Area Code + Telephone
Number*

1.6.10. E-mail Address*

village)

Second Contact (The contact provided in the following fields will be the highest authority in the

1.6.11. Title (Mr./Ms./Other) *

1.6.12. Family Name*

1.6.13. First Name*
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1.6.14. Institution*

1.6.15. Position*

1.6.16. Street Address and Number*

1.6.17. State/Province

1.6.18. Postal/Zip Code

1.6.19. Area Code + Telephone
Number*

1.6.20. E-mail Address*

1.7. Details on online promotion channels (website and social media)
If any, please provide the name of the following specific accounts for the village:

1.7.1. Website

1.7.2. Instagram

1.7.3. X (Twitter)

1.7.4. LinkedIn

1.7.5. Facebook

1.7.6. Other

1.8. \Visitors

Please note that the information provided in this section will not be evaluated, although we
encourage the village to provide this data if available.

If available, we kindly ask you to provide the following for the last 5 years or the ones available in any
of the years from that period.

Data 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Total number of overnight visitors
(total tourists)

Total number of same-day visitors
(excursionists)

1.9. Tourism products and tourism-related businesses

Data Number Year of reference

Total number of tourism
businesses in the village
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Total number of rooms
available in the village
(accommodation capacity)

1.10.

links).

Please upload a short video in English telling us why the village should become a Best
Tourism Village in India. The video should be tailored to this purpose (unedited simple shot
taken with a smartphone is sufficient). A general promotional video is not accepted. *

Format and limit specified: mp4 format, 2min max., 30MB max.

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages

1.11.

Please upload a general presentation following the structure provided in the template
“General Presentation”. *

Format and limit specified: PDF format, 12 slides max, 20MB max.

The general presentation should be a “summary” of the candidacy. This is a good
opportunity to stress the most relevant initiatives and highlights of the village, so make it
as visual as possible (use bullet points, relevant pictures...) to showcase the information
provided in the section Areas of Evaluation. Keep in mind that this template is only a
suggestion of how the information to be presented should be

structured. Be creative to present the most relevant information in a concrete and orderly
way.

1.12.

Please choose up to five (5) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that, as of 2024, the
village has prioritized for focused efforts through tourism. Only select the goals that the
village has explicitly decided to work towards in its plans or efforts. *

GOAL 1: No Poverty

GOAL 2: Zero Hunger

GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being

GOAL 4: Quality Education

GOAL 5: Gender Equality

GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
GOAL 10: Reduced Inequality

GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
GOAL 13: Climate Action

GOAL 14: Life Below Water

GOAL 15: Life on Land

GOAL 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
GOAL 17: Partnerships for the Goals

1.13.

Motivation

As per the questions asked below, please stick to the word limit and be as specific as possible.

| General

Description *

Guidelines for BTV 2025




Please provide a concise description of your village about its geography, history, main
assets, main tourism products and experiences etc. (200 words limit).

Write your text here

What are the village’s three main objectives in advancing tourism as a driver for rural
development? * Please be as specific as possible (200 words limit).

Write your text here

What are the three main challenges that the village faces as a driver for rural
development? * Please be as specific as possible (200 words limit).

Write your text here

Can you provide up to three examples of the current opportunities that tourism brings
to the village and how these are positively impacting its development? * Please be as
specific as possible (200 words limit).

Write your text here

Please describe the three most innovative initiatives that the village is developing in the
areas of tourism. *

Highlight 1 (100 words limit)

Highlight 2 (100 words limit)

Highlight 3 (100 words limit)

Please select up to three main types of knowledge/expertise that are directly related to
the three most innovative initiatives described in the previous field that the village is
working on or that the village has experience in.

If the village is recognized as BTV, kindly note that this information may be used by the
team to contact the village for inclusion in possible knowledge-sharing opportunities and
events.

If there are additional areas of expertise that are not listed, please list them in the 'Other’
field at the end of the question. Please add other answers as keywords or topics (e.g.,
organic farming, food waste, traditional crafts, wildlife management). Please avoid long
descriptions. *

Agriculture [

Climate Change Mitigation or Adaptation [
Cultural Heritage Promotion and Conservation []
Economic Sustainability []

Education & Skills Development []

Gastronomy []

Governance and Destination Management []
Infrastructure, Accessibility and Transport []

Natural Resource Promotion, Management and Conservation []
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Partnerships and Networks []
Social Inclusion and Equity []
Value Chain Integration [
Waste Management []

Other (if more than one, please separate with commas):

List the main contributions that the village could make to the Best Tourism Villages by
MoT, if selected (sharing of best practices, organization of joint activities or projects,
hosting of events, etc.). * Please be as specific as possible (200 words limit).

Write your text here

1. Areas of Evaluation

- General guidance: Kindly note that there are word limits for each box, please ensure
that your answer is concise and to the point. Focus on the most innovative practices
for each field and showcase the uniqueness and/or excellence of your practice.
When available, provide quantitative or qualitative evidence of the outcomes of the
policies, measures and initiatives presented. When space is limited, input this
information in the extra space provided for each area of evaluation or through

relevant links showcasing the results of your efforts.

- Remember all fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory. In the case of
selecting YES in the questions in this section, it is also mandatory to answer the
following question (If selected YES, please provide...). Failure to reply to this question

will be considered as a NO.

1. Cultural and Natural Resources

The village has natural and cultural (tangible and intangible) resources recognized at
sub-national, national, regional or international level.

1.1. Does the village have recognized cultural resources (tangible and intangible)? *
YES I

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a list of the main tangible and intangible cultural resources
(please use bullet points): Example: A temple, a festival, or a special craft etc.
- Cultural Resource 1

- Cultural Resource 2

- Cultural Resource 3
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- Cultural Resource 4

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether your village has important cultural resources. These can be:
Tangible (things you can see and touch) — like monuments, temples, heritage buildings, or
traditional crafts.
Intangible (things that are part of traditions and culture but cannot be touched) — like
folk songs, dance, festivals, or local stories.
If your village has any such cultural resources, select "YES" and list them in bullet points.
Some Examples:
Tangible Cultural Resources (Physical Things)
e Historical or religious sites — Example: A centuries-old temple like the Sun Temple in

Konark or a heritage fort like Chittorgarh Fort.
e Traditional crafts and arts — Example: Madhubani painting in Bihar, Blue Pottery in
Rajasthan.
e Heritage buildings — Example: Old havelis, stepwells (baolis) like Rani ki Vav in Gujarat.
e Archaeological sites — Example: Ancient ruins, caves with paintings, or inscriptions.

Intangible Cultural Resources (Traditions & Practices)
e festivals — Example: Local celebrations like Palkhi Festival in Maharashtra, Hornbill

Festival in Nagaland.

e folk music & dance — Example: Bihu dance of Assam, Lavani of Maharashtra, Bhavai of
Gujarat.

e Traditional food & recipes — Example: Pahadi cuisine of Uttarakhand, Malvani seafood
of Maharashtra.

® Oral traditions & storytelling — Example: Pandavani storytelling in Chhattisgarh, Baul
songs of Bengal.

e [ocal rituals and practices — Example: Traditional water conservation methods, village
fairs, and seasonal festivals.

1.2.  Does the village have recognized natural resources? *
YES [
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a list of the main natural resources (please use bullet
points), Example: A river, mountain, or rare wildlife.:
- Natural Resource 1

- Natural Resource 2
- Natural Resource 3

- Natural Resource 4
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Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:

- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether your village has important natural resources. These can

include:
e Water bodies — Rivers, lakes, waterfalls, ponds.

® Landscapes — Hills, mountains, forests, caves, valleys.
e flora and fauna — Rare or unique plants, animals, or birds.
® Agricultural or ecological uniqueness — Special crops, organic farming, medicinal plants.

If your village has any such natural resources, select "YES" and list them in bullet points.
Examples:

Water Bodies

® River — Example: A village on the banks of the Ganga, Yamuna, or Brahmaputra.

e Lake/Pond — Example: Pushkar Lake in Rajasthan, Loktak Lake in Manipur.
e Waterfalls — Example: Jog Falls in Karnataka, Chitrakote Falls in Chhattisgarh.

Landscapes
e Mountains/Hills — Example: A village near the Aravalli Hills, Western Ghats, or Eastern

Himalayas.

® Forests — Example: A village located within or near a wildlife sanctuary like Gir Forest in
Gujarat or Kaziranga in Assam.

® Caves — Example: A village near the Borra Caves in Andhra Pradesh or Elephanta Caves
in Maharashtra.

Flora and Fauna
e Rare wildlife — Example: A village near a habitat of the Indian one-horned rhinoceros,

blackbuck, or snow leopard.
e Unique trees or medicinal plants — Example: A village growing sandalwood in
Karnataka, or Ayurvedic herbs in Kerala.

Agriculture and Ecological Uniqueness
e Traditional farming practices — Example: Zabo farming in Nagaland, step farming in

Uttarakhand.
e Special crops or biodiversity — Example: Saffron cultivation in Kashmir, Black Rice of
Manipur.

1.3. Is your village or the resources within your village under a national or local
protected area status or designation? If so, please select from the following list or
add other:

e National Parks []
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Marine Protected Areas []

RAMSAR sites []

Important Bird Areas []

Forest reserves [

Tangible or intangible Cultural Heritage Sites []
Archaeological sites [

Indigenous territories or protected areas []

Other (if more than one, please separate with commas):

=
b

Has your village or any of its cultural, natural, or heritage resources been
recognized by UNESCO, FAO, IUCN or any other global UN designation?

Please only select from the list below if the resources have been officially recognized as of today.
e World Heritage Site — UNESCO []

Intangible cultural heritage — UNESCO []

Biosphere Reserves — UNESCO []

Global Geopark — UNESCO []

FAO — GIAHS [

Geographical Indications [

Green list - IUCN [

RAMSAR sites []

Federation of the Most Beautiful Villages of the World []
Other (if more than one, please separate with commas):

1.5. Please add any relevant comments on this area of evaluation (150 words limit): *
Write your text here

2. Promotion and Conservation of Cultural Resources

The village is committed to the promotion and conservation of its cultural resources
which make it unique and authentic.

10
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2.1. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives
aimed at the conservation and promotion of its cultural resources? *
YES [

NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives that the village is taking
to protect and promote its cultural resources. For example: Organizing fairs, training artisans,
restoring old temple or monuments etc (150 words limit):
Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
Assessment of the cultural resources through scientific documentation, site interpretation,
and touristic information and communication
Participation in national/regional/international conservation programmes or certifications
Intergenerational transmission of traditional knowledge and practices Restoration,
preservation, and protection of traditional architecture and historical buildings
Regulatory frameworks for preservation of historical centres
Showcasing cultural traditions and lifestyle through creative industries or cultural
manifestations
his question asks whether the village is actively taking steps to protect, conserve, and
promote its cultural resources (both tangible and intangible). Cultural resources can
include heritage sites, traditional arts and crafts, local festivals, folk music, and more.

If your village has taken initiatives to preserve and promote cultural heritage, select "YES"
and briefly describe them.

Examples:

® Restoration & Preservation of Heritage Sites
Example: Renovating an old temple, fort, or stepwell to maintain its historical value.
Example: Protecting old manuscripts, paintings, or artifacts in a local museum.

® Festivals & Cultural Events
Example: Organizing traditional fairs like Pushkar Mela (Rajasthan) or Hornbill
Festival (Nagaland) to showcase local culture.
Example: Conducting village-level celebrations of traditional harvest festivals like
Pongal (Tamil Nadu) or Makar Sankranti (Maharashtra).

® Promotion of Local Arts & Crafts
Example: Conducting training workshops for local artisans making Madhubani
paintings (Bihar) or Channapatna wooden toys (Karnataka).
Example: Setting up cooperatives or self-help groups (SHGs) for traditional
craftworkers.

® [Educational & Awareness Programs
Example: Schools and community centers teaching children about local history, folk
tales, and cultural practices.
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Example: Conducting heritage walks to educate visitors and villagers about cultural
significance.

2.2.  Please add any relevant comments on this area of evaluation (150 words limit): *

Write your text here

3. Economic Sustainability

The village is committed to promote economic sustainability supporting business
development, entrepreneurship and investment.

3.1. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
support the access to finance for tourism development and tourism investment?
(Does your village provide or promotes ways for villagers to get money (loans, grants, or
funding) to start or grow tourism-related businesses like homestays, handicrafts, food
stalls, or tour services.) *
YES [J

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village helps or promotes ways for people to get financial
support for tourism-related activities. This could include homestays, handicrafts, food
stalls, tour services, or any other business that attracts visitors. Financial support can
come in the form of loans, grants, subsidies, or training on getting funds.
If your village has taken steps to help villagers access financial support, select "YES" and
describe the initiatives.
Examples:
Types of Financial Support for Tourism Development
1. Government Schemes & Subsidies
o Example: Villagers getting financial aid under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
(PMMY) for starting a homestay or handicraft business.
o Example: Using State Rural Tourism Schemes to develop eco-tourism or cultural
tourism projects.
2. Self-Help Groups (SHGs) & Cooperatives
o Example: Women’s SHGs receiving microfinance support to sell traditional
handicrafts like Pashmina shawls (Kashmir) or Dhokra metal crafts (Chhattisgarh).

12
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o Example: A village forming a cooperative for local tour guides who organize
heritage walks.
3. Village Tourism Committees & Local Fundraising
o Example: A local tourism board collecting a small entry fee from visitors and using
the funds to support tourism businesses.
o Example: A village crowdfunding to restore an old fort and convert part of it into a
homestay.
4. Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) & CSR Support
o Example: A private company funding the training of local artisans under its
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative.
o Example: Hotels and resorts partnering with villages to train and employ locals in
tourism-related jobs.
5. Bank & NGO Support for Tourism Enterprises
o Example: NGOs like SEWA (Self-Employed Women’s Association) helping women
entrepreneurs in rural areas to set up handicraft businesses.
o Example: Banks providing low-interest loans for villagers to start small food stalls
selling local cuisine.

3.2.  Does the village disseminate and/or promote a framework that is conducive to
business development, particularly for tourism Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) and entrepreneurship? (Are there programs to help people
start small scale businesses like homestays, restaurants, handicrafts etc?) *

YES I

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link?2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village supports and encourages small businesses (MSMEs) related
to tourism, such as homestays, restaurants, handicraft shops, tour services, or cultural
experiences. This support can be through training, infrastructure, policies, or financial aid to help
local entrepreneurs.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples:
e Training & Skill Development Programs
Example: Conducting hospitality training for homestay owners in Uttarakhand to improve
visitor experience.
Example: Organizing workshops on marketing handicrafts online through e-commerce
platforms.
® Financial & Infrastructure Support
Example: Providing low-interest loans under PMEGP (Prime Minister’s Employment
Generation Programme) for tourism startups.
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Example: Setting up local markets and food stalls in village fairs to promote traditional
cuisine.
® Promotion & Networking Opportunities
Example: Creating a village tourism website to showcase local businesses and connect them
with tourists.
Example: Organizing handicraft exhibitions where local artisans can sell products to visitors.
® Public-Private Partnerships & NGO Support
Example: Partnering with hotels or tour operators to train and employ villagers as local
guides.
Example: NGOs like SEWA (Self-Employed Women’s Association) helping women start small
food or craft businesses.
e Simplified Business Registration & Supportive Policies
Example: Village authorities helping entrepreneurs with business registration and licensing
processes.
Example: Exempting small homestays from certain taxes to encourage more participation.

3.3.  Please add any relevant information on policies, measures and initiatives that the
village implements in the area of economic sustainability (150 words limit): *

Write your text here

4. Social Sustainability

The village is committed to promote social inclusion and equality.

4.1. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
foster employment in the tourism sector? (Does your village is helping people find
jobs related to tourism, such as working in hotels, homestays, restaurants, guiding
tourists, or selling handmade products.) *

YES [J

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village is helping people find jobs related to tourism, such
as working in hotels, homestays, restaurants, guiding tourists, or selling handmade
products. The village can do this by providing training, creating job opportunities, or
promoting tourism-related businesses.
If your village has taken such steps, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples:
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Ways Villages Can Support Employment in Tourism
1. Skill Development & Training
o Example: Conducting tour guide training in villages near heritage sites like Hampi
or Khajuraho.
o Example: Hospitality workshops for villagers running homestays in Himachal
Pradesh and Ladakh.
2. Job Creation Through Tourism Businesses
o Example: Setting up a local handicraft market where artisans can sell handloom
products like Pochampally sarees (Telangana).
o Example: Encouraging locals to open restaurants serving traditional cuisine to
visitors.
3. Partnerships with Hotels & Tour Companies
o Example: Hotels partnering with villagers to hire them as local guides, cooks, or
housekeeping staff.
o Example: Eco-tourism operators employing locals for forest conservation and
trekking tours in places like Sundarbans.
4. Government & NGO Support for Tourism Jobs
o Example: Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY-NRLM) supporting SHGs to start tourism businesses.
o Example: NGOs conducting digital marketing training to help small businesses
attract more tourists.

4.2. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
advance gender balance in tourism and to support skills development,
employment and entrepreneurship in tourism for youth (17-29 years old)? (Are
women and young people involved in tourism activities?) *

YES ]

NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village actively supports women and young people (ages
17-29) in tourism-related activities by helping them gain skills, find jobs, or start
businesses. The village may promote gender equality by encouraging women-led
businesses, youth training programs, or employment opportunities in tourism.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Promote Gender Balance & Youth Involvement in Tourism
1. Women-Led Tourism Initiatives
o Example: Self-Help Groups (SHGs) supporting women in handicraft-making, such as
Chikankari embroidery (Uttar Pradesh).
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o Example: Women-run homestays in rural Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand,
where female hosts manage accommodations.
2. Youth Skill Development & Employment in Tourism
o Example: Tour guide training for young people in heritage-rich villages like Hampi or
Mahabalipuram.
o Example: Encouraging young people to use social media to promote local tourism
businesses.
3. Financial Support for Women & Youth Entrepreneurs
o Example: Providing micro-loans or government scheme support (like Mudra Yojana)
for young entrepreneurs to start homestays, food stalls, or cultural tourism
businesses.
o Example: Setting up artisan markets where young people can sell handmade
products to tourists.
4. Partnerships for Job Placement & Training
o Example: Hotels and resorts hiring local women and youth as hospitality staff, chefs,
and event organizers.
o Example: NGOs conducting vocational training programs for youth in hospitality,
handicrafts, and eco-tourism.

4.3. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
foster opportunities for vulnerable populations in tourism (i.e,,
underrepresented residents from indigenous groups of ethnic minorities and
persons with disabilities)? (Are there special efforts to support local artisans, farmers,
ethnic minorities or disabled persons?) *

YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link?2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village is making special efforts to support vulnerable
groups (such as
indigenous communities: a group of people who have a historical connection to the land
they live on and who consider themselves distinct from other groups in the area,
ethnic minorities: group of people who share a distinct culture, language, or ancestry
that sets them apart from the majority population, making up a smaller portion of the
overall Indian population,
or persons with disabilities) by helping them participate in tourism activities. This could
include providing financial aid, creating accessible tourism spots, training artisans, or
promoting inclusive employment.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Example
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Ways Villages Can Support Vulnerable Populations in Tourism
1. Promoting Indigenous & Ethnic Minority Artisans
o Example: Supporting Toda embroidery (Tamil Nadu) or Warli painting
(Maharashtra) by creating markets and training programs.
o Example: Organizing tribal craft fairs to promote handmade products like Dokra
metalwork (Chhattisgarh).
2. Accessible & Inclusive Tourism for Persons with Disabilities
o Example: Making heritage sites and homestays wheelchair accessible in rural
tourism destinations.
o Example: Training visually impaired individuals as storytelling guides for cultural
tourism.
3. Financial & Employment Support for Vulnerable Groups
o Example: Self-help groups for tribal communities to sell organic honey, handicrafts,
or handmade textiles.
o Example: Encouraging farm tourism by helping small farmers set up agritourism
experiences.
4. Cultural & Community-Based Tourism
o Example: Promoting homestays run by indigenous families to preserve cultural
heritage.
o Example: Supporting folk musicians and dancers from marginalized communities
to perform at festivals.

4.4, Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
advance human resources, education and skills development, with particular
focus in advancing innovation and reducing the digital skills gap in tourism?
(Does the village provide training and education to help people learn new skills, especially
in tourism and digital technology?) *

YES [

NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village helps people develop skills for tourism, especially
in areas like hospitality, digital marketing, entrepreneurship, and technology. The goal
is to reduce the digital skills gap and encourage innovation in tourism businesses, such
as using social media for promotion, online booking systems, or e-commerce for
handicrafts.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Support Skills Development & Digital Innovation
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1. Training in Tourism & Hospitality
o Example: Conducting workshops for homestay owners on customer service and
online bookings (e.g., in Meghalaya or Himachal Pradesh).
o Example: Providing eco-tourism training for villagers to become certified trekking or
wildlife guides.
2. Digital & Technological Skills for Tourism Businesses
o Example: Teaching artisans how to sell handicrafts online via platforms like Amazon,
ONDC, Flipkart (e.g., Channapatna toy-makers in Karnataka).
o Example: Conducting social media marketing training for local businesses to attract
more tourists.
3. Financial Literacy & Online Business Training
o Example: Helping small food stall owners use digital payment systems (UPI, Paytm,
etc.).
o Example: Organizing basic IT training for youth to manage tourism websites and
online bookings.
4. Support for Innovation & Entrepreneurship
o Example: Encouraging village tourism startups with mentorship and government
scheme awareness (e.g., PMEGP loans for new businesses).
o Example: Promoting virtual reality tourism experiences showcasing local culture.

4.5. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
advance accessibility for travellers with specific access requirements (persons
with disabilities)? *
YES [
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village supports and promotes accessibility for travellers
with disabilities or special needs. This can include making heritage sites, homestays,
restaurants, and tourist attractions wheelchair-friendly, providing accessible
transportation, or offering special services for visually or hearing-impaired travellers.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Improve Accessibility for Tourists with Disabilities
1. Physical Infrastructure Improvements
o Example: Installing ramps and handrails at popular tourist sites (e.g., temples,
heritage forts, museums).
o Example: Creating wheelchair-accessible homestays and restaurants.
2. Accessible Transportation
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o Example: Providing wheelchair-friendly local transport options, like e-rickshaws
with ramps.
o Example: Ensuring boats and eco-tourism trails are adapted for differently-abled
visitors.
3. Special Assistance Services
o Example: Training guides in sign language for hearing-impaired tourists.
o Example: Providing Braille information boards at historical and cultural sites.
4. Community Awareness & Training
o Example: Conducting sensitization workshops for local businesses and tourism
operators on inclusive hospitality.
o Example: Promoting "Accessible Tourism" certification for businesses that
accommodate disabled travellers.
4.6. Please add any relevant information on policies, measures and initiatives that the
village implements in the area of social sustainability (150 words limit): *

Write your text here

5. Environmental Sustainability

The village is committed to environmental sustainability through the promotion and/or
dissemination of policies, measures and initiatives that advance the preservation and
conservation of its natural resources and minimize the impact of tourism development
on the environment.

5.1. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives for
the preservation and conservation of natural resources? (Is the village working to

protect nature?) *
YES [

NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village is actively working to protect and conserve natural
resources, such as rivers, forests, mountains, and local wildlife. Conservation efforts can
include reforestation, sustainable farming, water conservation, reducing pollution, and
protecting biodiversity.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
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Ways Villages Can Preserve & Conserve Natural Resources
1. Water Conservation & Management
o Example: Traditional water harvesting systems like stepwells (Baolis) in Rajasthan or
the Zabo farming system in Nagaland.
o Example: Cleaning and reviving lakes and ponds to improve water availability.
2. Afforestation & Protection of Forests
o Example: Planting native trees to prevent soil erosion and improve biodiversity.
o Example: Protecting sacred groves (forests considered holy) in villages of Kerala and
Meghalaya.
3. Sustainable Farming & Eco-friendly Practices
o Example: Encouraging organic farming and reducing the use of chemical pesticides.
o Example: Promoting vermicomposting and waste management to protect the
environment.
4. Wildlife & Biodiversity Conservation
o Example: Protecting endangered species such as the one-horned rhinoceros near
Kaziranga.
o Example: Community-led conservation programs to prevent poaching and
deforestation.
5. Reducing Pollution & Plastic Waste
o Example: Implementing plastic-free village campaigns like Mawlynnong in
Meghalaya.
o Example: Encouraging eco-tourism and responsible waste disposal among tourists.

5.2. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives
aimed at fighting climate change? (Does your village is making efforts to reduce
pollution, save natural resources, and protect the environment from climate change?) *

YES [

NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing. For example, Planting trees, use of solar energy or other renewable energy sources,
reducing plastic waste by promoting eco-friendly alternatives, conserving water, promoting
rainwater harvesting, educating villagers and tourists on keeping the environment clean etc. (100
words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village is taking steps to combat climate change by reducing
pollution, conserving natural resources, and promoting sustainable practices. Efforts can
include tree planting, using renewable energy, reducing plastic waste, conserving water,
and educating people about climate-friendly practices.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Fight Climate Change
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1. Afforestation & Green Cover Expansion
o Example: Planting native trees to absorb carbon and improve air quality.
o Example: Protecting mangroves and wetlands to prevent climate-related disasters.
2. Use of Renewable Energy
o Example: Installing solar streetlights and solar-powered irrigation pumps in villages.
o Example: Encouraging the use of biogas plants for cooking instead of firewood.
3. Water Conservation & Management
o Example: Promoting rainwater harvesting in Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu.
o Example: Encouraging drip irrigation and water-efficient farming to reduce water
wastage.
4. Reducing Plastic & Waste Management
o Example: Implementing plastic-free zones and promoting cloth/jute bags.
o Example: Conducting waste segregation and composting programs.
5. Climate Education & Awareness
o Example: Organizing workshops for farmers on climate-resilient crops.
o Example: Educating villagers and tourists on keeping the environment clean.
5.3. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
reduce single-use plastics in tourism? *
YES U]

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village is taking steps to reduce single-use plastics,
especially in tourism-related activities. Single-use plastics include plastic bags, bottles,
straws, and disposable cutlery, which contribute to pollution. The village can promote
eco-friendly alternatives, plastic bans, recycling programs, and awareness campaigns to
address this issue.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Reduce Single-Use Plastics in Tourism
1. Plastic-Free Initiatives & Regulations

o Example: Declaring the village a plastic-free zone, like Mawlynnong in Meghalaya.

o Example: Banning the use of plastic bags and disposable bottles at tourist sites.
2. Promotion of Eco-Friendly Alternatives

o Example: Encouraging the use of cloth, jute, or paper bags instead of plastic bags.

o Example: Replacing plastic water bottles with refill stations and clay or copper pots.

3. Awareness & Community Engagement
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o Example: Conducting plastic waste clean-up drives in collaboration with local schools
and community groups.

o Example: Educating villagers and tourists about the impact of plastic pollution on
local ecosystems.

4. Encouraging Sustainable Tourism Practices

o Example: Promoting eco-tourism initiatives that prohibit the use of plastic
disposables.

o Example: Encouraging homestays and restaurants to serve food with biodegradable
plates and cutlery.

5.4. Does the village disseminate and/or promote policies, measures and initiatives to
monitor and reduce the impact of tourism on energy (i.e. electricity, etc.) and water
consumption and the generation of sewage and solid waste? *

YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village is taking steps to monitor and reduce the impact of
tourism on energy use, water consumption, sewage, and waste management. Tourism can
increase demand for electricity, water, and waste disposal, so villages need to implement
sustainable practices to minimize environmental damage.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Reduce Tourism’s Impact on Energy, Water, and Waste
1. Energy Conservation Measures
o Example: Using solar-powered streetlights and water heaters in homestays and
lodges.
o Example: Encouraging energy-efficient lighting (LED bulbs) in public spaces.
2. Water Conservation Initiatives
o Example: Implementing rainwater harvesting systems in hotels and public areas.
o Example: Encouraging bucket baths and water-efficient fixtures in homestays to
reduce water waste.
3. Waste Management & Sewage Treatment
o Example: Setting up waste segregation and composting programs to manage solid
waste.
o Example: Encouraging restaurants and guesthouses to use biodegradable plates and
cutlery.
4. Eco-Friendly Tourism Guidelines
o Example: Educating tourists on responsible water and electricity usage through
signage and awareness drives.
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o Example: Restricting single-use plastic waste in tourism-related businesses.

5.5. Please add any relevant information on policies, measures and initiatives that the
village implements in the area of environmental sustainability in this area (150
words limit): *

Write your text here

6. Tourism Development and Value Chain Integration

The tourism in the village is significantly marketed and developed. The village further
promotes the enhancement of the tourism value chain and the competitiveness of the
destination in areas related to market access, marketing and promotion, innovation,
product development and quality.

6.1. Is the village integrated into an area with wider tourism attractions (e.g. part of a
thematic national, regional or international route, of a cluster of villages with
common natural and cultural values, of a natural park, etc)? Is the village part of a
tourism route (Example: near famous temples, waterfalls, or other villages)? *

YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please detail (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village is part of a larger tourism network or located near
well-known attractions that help attract visitors. The village could be part of a heritage
circuit, pilgrimage route, eco-tourism trail, or a cultural tourism cluster.
If your village is connected to a broader tourism area, select "YES" and briefly describe how
it fits into the larger tourism ecosystem.
Examples
Examples of Village Integration into Wider Tourism Routes
1. Pilgrimage & Religious Circuits
o Example: A village near the Char Dham Yatra route in Uttarakhand.
o Example: A village along the Vaishno Devi pilgrimage route in Jammu & Kashmir.
2. Heritage & Cultural Circuits
o Example: A village located near Hampi (Karnataka) as part of a historical heritage
route.
o Example: A village connected to Rajasthan’s Fort Circuit.
3. Eco-Tourism & Nature Trails
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o Example: A village inside or near Kaziranga National Park (Assam), famous for wildlife
tourism.

o Example: A village along the Western Ghats Trekking Route (Kerala, Maharashtra,
Karnataka).

4. Handicrafts & Cultural Villages

o Example: A village known for Madhubani painting (Bihar), attracting art and culture
enthusiasts.

o Example: A village in Kutch (Gujarat) famous for handicrafts and part of the Rann
Utsav tourism circuit.

6.2. Does the village have homestays, guesthouses, or hotels that reflect rural and local

values? *
YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please detail and provide relevant examples (100 words limit):
Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link?2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village has homestays, guesthouses, or hotels that offer
visitors an authentic rural experience. These accommodations should reflect local
traditions, architecture, cuisine, and hospitality while promoting rural tourism.
If your village has such accommodations, select "YES" and briefly describe them with
relevant examples.
Examples
Examples of Rural & Local-Themed Accommodations
1. Traditional Homestays
o Example: Eco-friendly homestays in Spiti Valley (Himachal Pradesh), where tourists
stay in mud houses and experience local life.
o Example: Organic farm homestays in Coorg (Karnataka), offering visitors an
immersive rural experience.
2. Cultural & Heritage Guesthouses
o Example: Haveli-style guesthouses in Rajasthan, offering traditional Rajput
hospitality.
o Example: Kerala heritage homestays, built in traditional wooden architecture.
3. Eco-Resorts & Community-Run Lodges
o Example: Tribal eco-lodges in Chhattisgarh, allowing visitors to experience indigenous
culture.
o Example: Sustainable bamboo cottages in Meghalaya, reflecting Khasi architecture.

6.3. Are there traditional foods items and cooking practices or culture promoted to
tourists? *
YES [

NO [
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If selected YES, please detail and provide relevant examples (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village promotes traditional food, cooking methods, or local
culinary culture to tourists. This could include regional dishes, organic farming, traditional
cooking techniques, or food festivals that help visitors experience the village’s authentic
flavors.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them with relevant
examples.
Examples
Ways Villages Promote Traditional Food Culture
1. Traditional Dishes & Ingredients
o Example: Makki di Roti & Sarson da Saag served in rural Punjab.
o Example: Bamboo shoot pickles and smoked meats in Nagaland homestays.
2. Authentic Cooking Techniques
o Example: Slow-cooked Dal Baati Churma in Rajasthan using traditional clay ovens.
o Example: Pukhtan cooking methods in Uttarakhand using wood-fired stoves.
3. Farm-to-Table Experiences
o Example: Organic farm visits where tourists can harvest and cook with local farmers.
o Example: Millet-based meals in Karnataka villages promoting healthy, traditional
diets.
4. Food Festivals & Cultural Showcases
o Example: Sattvik Food Festival in Gujarat promoting heritage vegetarian cuisine.
o Example: Local village fairs featuring indigenous sweets and snacks.

6.4. Does the village promote the inclusion of farmers and local producers (handicrafts,
etc.) in tourism products, activities and experiences related to local traditions and
facilitate their purchase by tourists? *(Are local farmers and craftsmen involved in tourism?)
YES [

NO []

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village actively involves farmers, artisans, and local
producers in tourism-related activities. This can include selling handmade crafts, traditional
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textiles, organic farm produce, or offering hands-on experiences like pottery making or
weaving. The aim is to ensure that tourism directly benefits the local community.
If your village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Involve Farmers & Artisans in Tourism
1. Local Handicrafts & Artisan Markets
o Example: Blue pottery workshops in Rajasthan, where tourists can learn and purchase
items.
o Example: Gond painting exhibitions in Madhya Pradesh, supporting tribal artisans.
2. Farm & Agri-Tourism Experiences
o Example: Strawberry farm visits in Mahabaleshwar, where visitors can pick fresh
produce.
o Example: Spice plantation tours in Kerala, educating tourists on cardamom and
pepper farming.
3. Direct Purchase & Tourism-Linked Sales
o Example: Village-run souvenir shops selling handwoven textiles, pottery, and
woodwork.
o Example: Local farmer cooperatives selling organic produce and traditional sweets
at tourism centres.
4. Workshops & Cultural Experiences
o Example: Handloom weaving demonstrations in Assam, allowing tourists to see silk
production.
o Example: Live pottery-making experiences in Kutch, where visitors can craft and buy
clay artifacts.

6.5. Does the village advocate for the implementation of tourism quality standards and
certification systems among tourism businesses and services providers? *
YES [

NO U]

Please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is implementing and if the
village currently active or recently acquired certifications, designations, or memberships
related to tourism (e.g. fair trade, destination certifications, sustainability labels, etc.) * (100
words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
(Have the tourism business or individuals undergone any training or certificate to provide best
tourism service quality to tourist coming to the village)
Examples
Fair trade certification
FSSAI certification
Gl certification
Green tourism certification

26
Guidelines for BTV 2025



Incredible India Bed & Breakfast Scheme

6.6. Do businesses in the village have e-commerce facilities and/or electronic
payments? *
YES [
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description (100 words limit):
Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
Do tourism business like homestay, handicraft shop or tour guides use electronic payment like
UPI/Paytm/google pay etc and/or are the using websites for buying and selling?

6.7. Does the village have tourism signage? *
YES [J

NO [

If selected YES, please provide up to 3 examples (photos):

Please insert your picture here
Please insert your picture here
Please insert your picture here
Examples of signage
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6.8. Does the village host events and/or has developed relevant events, particularly
related to local culture, knowledge and products? *
YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the events that the village has
developed (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village organizes events, festivals, or fairs that promote
local culture, traditions, knowledge, and products. These events could include cultural
festivals, craft fairs, food festivals, heritage walks, agricultural fairs, or music and dance
performances.
If the village hosts such events, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Types of Events Villages Can Host
1. Cultural & Heritage Festivals
o Example: Hornbill Festival (Nagaland) celebrating tribal traditions and crafts.
o Example: Palkhi Festival (Maharashtra) promoting spiritual heritage and folk
traditions.
2. Handicraft & Art Exhibitions
o Example: Surajkund Mela (Haryana) where artisans showcase and sell handicrafts.
o Example: Pattachitra Painting Festival (Odisha) featuring local folk art.
3. Traditional Food & Agricultural Fairs
o Example: Millet Festival (Karnataka) promoting indigenous grains and organic
farming.
o Example: Sattvik Food Festival (Gujarat) showcasing traditional vegetarian cuisine.
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4. Folk Music & Dance Performances
o Example: Kalbelia Dance Festival (Rajasthan) highlighting Rajasthani folk traditions.
o Example: Baul Music Festival (West Bengal) featuring mystical folk songs.
5. Eco-Tourism & Nature-Based Events
o Example: Tea Festival (Assam) where tourists experience tea plucking and tasting.
o Example: Eco-Walks & Bird-Watching Festivals in biodiversity-rich villages.

6.9. Does the village have or participate in marketing and promotion plans/initiatives? *
YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link?2

- Link3

6.10. Is the village’s tourism offer well represented in online and offline travel
distribution channels (i.e.: Google My Business, TripAdvisor, Booking.com, etc.) and
in other new business models platforms? *
YES [

NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description (80 words limit): *
Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
his question asks whether the village actively promotes itself as a tourist destination
through marketing and promotional efforts. This could include social media campaigns,
tourism websites, collaborations with travel agencies, participation in tourism fairs, or
word-of-mouth promotion through cultural events.
If the village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Market & Promote Tourism

1. Digital & Social Media Promotion

o Example: Village-run Instagram/Facebook pages showcasing local
attractions and cultural experiences.
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o Example: Collaboration with YouTubers and travel bloggers to feature the
village.
2. Participation in Tourism Fairs & Exhibitions
o Example: Showcasing handicrafts, food, or tourism packages at India
International Trade Fair (IITF) or Surajkund Mela.
o Example: Representing the village at state or national tourism expos.
3. Website & Online Booking Platforms
o Example: The village having its own website for homestay and cultural
tourism bookings.
o Example: Listing homestays and experiences on platforms like Airbnb,
Incredible India, or state tourism websites.
4. Collaborations with State/National Tourism Boards
o Example: Partnering with Incredible India, State Tourism Departments, or
Rural Tourism Initiatives for promotion.
o Example: Featuring in government tourism campaigns like ‘Dekho Apna
Desh’,
5. Traditional Promotion Through Cultural Events
o Example: Organizing festivals and fairs that attract tourists and media
coverage.
o Example: Encouraging word-of-mouth marketing through positive visitor
experiences.

6.11. Does the village have innovative products and experiences? *
YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of how the village promotes its innovative
products and experiences (100 words limit):

Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link?2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village offers unique or innovative tourism experiences that
make it stand out. These can include interactive cultural experiences, eco-tourism
activities, digital tourism initiatives, or creative ways to showcase local traditions.
If the village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Examples of Innovative Tourism Products & Experiences
1. Hands-On Cultural & Craft Experiences
o Example: Live pottery-making sessions in Kutch (Gujarat) where tourists can
craft their own clay artifacts.
o Example: Gond art workshops in Madhya Pradesh, where visitors can learn
and paint alongside local artists.
2. Agri-Tourism & Farm Experiences
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o Example: Tea plucking and tasting tours in Assam’s tea estates.
o Example: Millet farming and cooking workshops in Karnataka.
3. Eco & Adventure Tourism Innovations
o Example: Night safaris in Sundarbans for unique wildlife experiences.
o Example: Bamboo rafting and tribal treks in Kerala.
4. Tech-Enabled Tourism & Storytelling
o Example: QR code-based self-guided heritage walks, providing digital
storytelling in local languages.
o Example: Virtual reality experiences of village heritage for tourists.
5. Thematic & Seasonal Experiences
o Example: Monsoon festivals celebrating rain-fed farming practices.
o Example: Village-based ‘Living Heritage Tours’ where visitors stay with local
families and learn traditional skills.

6.12. Please describe how tourism brings positive economic impact to the community
and how it complements with existing economic activities such as agriculture,
forestry, livestock and/or fisheries and their relevant processing industries. * (100
words limit):

Write your text here

6.13. Please add any relevant information on policies, measures and initiatives that the
village implements for tourism development and value chain integration (150 words
limit): *

Write your text here

7. Governance and prioritization of tourism

The village is committed to make tourism a strategic pillar for rural development. It
further promotes a governance model based on public-private partnerships, cooperation
with other government levels and the engagement of the community in tourism
planning and development.

7.1. Has the village a dedicated tourism development plan or policy? *
(Does the village have any dedicated tourism committee or plan to develop tourism in the
village)
YES [
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a link to the document:

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link 2
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- Link3
This question asks whether the village has a formal tourism development plan or policy
that guides how tourism is promoted, managed, and sustained. A tourism development
plan typically includes infrastructure improvements, cultural heritage conservation,
environmental sustainability, local employment generation, and marketing strategies.
If the village has such a plan, select "YES" and briefly describe its key components.
Examples
Examples of Tourism Development Plans & Policies
1. Sustainable Tourism Development Plan
o Example: A village implementing an eco-tourism strategy to protect forests
and wildlife while promoting nature-based tourism.
o Example: A zero-waste tourism policy ensuring plastic-free tourism zones.
2. Infrastructure & Facility Development
o Example: A village improving road connectivity, public toilets, and signages
to enhance tourist experience.
o Example: Setting up homestays and community-run guesthouses as part of
a structured rural tourism plan.
3. Cultural Heritage & Handicraft Promotion
o Example: A village creating a heritage conservation plan to restore historic
temples or forts.
o Example: Establishing a craft village where local artisans can showcase and
sell their products.
4. Employment & Community Engagement Plan
o Example: Training local youth as tour guides under a structured tourism
skill development initiative.
o Example: Promoting women-led tourism enterprises such as local food
stalls and homestays.
5. Marketing & Digital Promotion Strategy
o Example: Developing a village tourism website and social media presence
to attract visitors.
o Example: Partnering with state tourism boards and travel companies for
wider reach.

7.2. Has the village a dedicated structure for tourism development and management
(public, private or public-private)? *
YES I
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
his question asks whether the village has a formal organization, committee, or governing
body responsible for managing and developing tourism. This structure can be public
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(government-led), private (business-led), or a public-private partnership (PPP) involving
both.
If the village has such a structure, select "YES" and briefly describe its role and activities.
Examples
Types of Tourism Development & Management Structures
1. Public (Government-Led) Tourism Committees
o Example: A Village Tourism Committee (VTC) set up under the Panchayat to
oversee tourism projects.
o Example: A State Tourism Department initiative that directly manages
village tourism activities.
2. Private-Led Tourism Organizations
o Example: A cooperative society of homestay owners managing rural
tourism.
o Example: A local entrepreneurs’ association promoting handicrafts and
eco-tourism businesses.
3. Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) for Tourism
o Example: A joint tourism development board involving the Panchayat, local
businesses, and NGOs.
o Example: A CSR-funded rural tourism project, where private companies
support tourism infrastructure.
4. Community-Based Tourism (CBT) Models
o Example: A Self-Help Group (SHG) managing cultural tours, handicraft
sales, and farm stays.
o Example: A local cooperative for nature guides, where trained villagers
conduct eco-tours.

7.3.  Does the village disseminate and/or promote collaboration with the businesses in
the village? *
YES [
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village works with local businesses to promote tourism.
Collaboration can include partnerships with homestays, handicraft shops, local food
producers, transport providers, and tourism service operators to create a thriving tourism
ecosystem.
If the village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Collaborate with Local Businesses
1. Partnerships with Homestays & Guesthouses
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o Example: A village homestay network where homestay owners work together to
standardize services.
o Example: Incredible India Bed & Breakfast Scheme collaboration to promote rural
stays.
2. Supporting Local Handicraft & Artisan Businesses
o Example: Establishing a craft bazaar where artisans sell pottery, textiles, or
metalwork.
o Example: Training artisans to sell their products online through platforms like Amazon
Karigar.
3. Tourism Service Collaborations
o Example: A community-led trekking service, where local guides earn from adventure
tourism.
o Example: A partnership between boat operators and guesthouses to offer backwater
tours in Kerala.
4. Farm & Food Tourism Initiatives
o Example: Encouraging farmers to offer Agri-tourism experiences, such as fruit-picking
and organic meals.
o Example: Working with local restaurants to feature village-grown ingredients and
traditional recipes.
5. Public-Private Collaboration for Village Promotion
o Example: The village teaming up with state tourism boards to market local businesses.
o Example: Partnering with eco-tourism agencies to promote sustainable travel
experiences.

7.4. Does the village cooperate with national or regional governments on tourism
initiatives? *
YES [
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village works with national or regional governments to
promote and develop tourism. This could include government funding, participation in
tourism schemes, infrastructure development, skill training, or marketing support from
state or national tourism boards.
If the village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Collaborate with Government on Tourism
6. Participation in Government Tourism Schemes
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o Example: Enrolled in Incredible India’s Rural Tourism Program to promote heritage
villages.
o Example: Registered under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme for tourism infrastructure
development.
7. Funding & Grants for Tourism Development
o Example: Receiving financial assistance under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY) for better road connectivity.
o Example: Using State Rural Tourism Grants for setting up homestays and local tourism
initiatives.
8. Skill Development & Capacity Building
o Example: Working with State Tourism Departments to train local youth as tour guides.
o Example: Conducting hospitality training programs under the Hunar Se Rozgar Tak
initiative.
9. Joint Marketing & Promotion Efforts
o Example: Partnering with state tourism boards to showcase the village at travel fairs.
o Example: Featuring in government tourism websites and promotional campaigns.
10. Eco-Tourism & Heritage Conservation Projects
o Example: Collaborating with the Ministry of Environment for eco-tourism projects in
forested areas.
o Example: Working with ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) for heritage site
restoration.

7.5. Does the village disseminate and/or promote the participation of the community
and its residents in tourism planning and development; and has measures that
contribute to have tourism improve local well-being and satisfaction? *

(Are villagers involved in tourism planning?)

YES [
NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village actively involves local residents in tourism planning
and development and whether tourism positively impacts the well-being of the
community. This can include community meetings, training programs, revenue-sharing
models, and initiatives that ensure tourism benefits local people.
If the village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Involve the Community in Tourism
2. Community-Based Tourism (CBT) Initiatives
o Example: Mawlynnong (Meghalaya) involves villagers in managing eco-tourism,
ensuring benefits go to locals.
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o Example: Hodka Village (Gujarat) operates homestays where revenue is shared among
the community.
3. Village Tourism Committees (VTCs) & Meetings
o Example: Regular Panchayat meetings to discuss tourism projects and community
participation.
o Example: Setting up self-help groups (SHGs) where women and artisans contribute to
tourism planning.
4. Skill Development & Employment Generation
o Example: Training youth as certified guides to promote local heritage and traditions.
o Example: Conducting hospitality workshops for villagers to manage homestays and
food stalls.
5. Revenue-Sharing & Economic Benefits for Locals
o Example: A portion of entry fees to local attractions being reinvested in village
development.
o Example: Tourists encouraged to buy directly from artisans and farmers, ensuring
direct income.
6. Improving Local Well-Being Through Tourism
o Example: Eco-tourism projects funding village schools and health centres.
o Example: Sustainable tourism practices reducing environmental impact while
creating jobs.

7.6. Does the village collaborate with educational and academic institutions in tourism
related issues? *
YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description of the initiatives the village is
implementing (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link?2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village works with universities, colleges, or research
institutions on tourism-related initiatives. These collaborations could involve student
internships, research projects, skill development programs, cultural documentation, or
sustainability studies.
If the village has such initiatives, select "YES" and briefly describe them.
Examples
Ways Villages Can Collaborate with Educational Institutions
1. Tourism & Hospitality Training Programs
o Example: Partnering with IHM (Institute of Hotel Management) colleges for
hospitality training in homestays.
o Example: Conducting rural tourism workshops with universities to train
local youth.
2. Cultural & Heritage Research Initiatives
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universities to document village heritage.

folklore.
3. Eco-Tourism & Sustainable Development Studies

promote eco-tourism.

in tourism areas.
4. Internships & Student Engagement in Rural Tourism

village.

o Example: Collaboration with ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) and

o Example: Students conducting ethnographic studies on local traditions and

o Example: Partnering with wildlife institutes to study biodiversity and

o Example: Conducting research on sustainable water management practices

o Example: Hosting interns from tourism and hospitality institutes in the

7.7.  Please add any relevant information on policies, measures and initiatives that the

tools, etc.) (150 words limit): *
Write your text here

village implements in governance and prioritization of tourism (market intelligence

8. Infrastructure and connectivity

The village has infrastructure to facilitate access and communications that improve the
well-being of rural communities, business development as well as the visitor
experience.

8.1.  Please provide a description of the village’s transport infrastructure that
facilitates connectivity (i.e. paved access roads, public transport services, regular
frequencies, available schedules, etc.)? * (100 words limit): How do people travel to
your village? (Example: by road, train, bus, etc.)

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks for details about the transport infrastructure that connects the village
to nearby towns, cities, or major transport hubs. It should include information about
roads, public transport, railway stations, airports, and frequency of transport services.
Examples
Key Points to Include
1. Road Connectivity
o Example: The village is accessible via paved roads from the nearest
town/city.
o Example: Connected via National Highway (NH) or State Highway (SH),
ensuring smooth travel.
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2. Public Transport Availability
o Example: Regular bus services available from the nearest district
headquarters.
o Example: Shared auto-rickshaws and taxis operate between the village
and nearby towns.
3. Railway & Airport Connectivity
o Example: The nearest railway station is 20 km away, with regular train
services to major cities.
o Example: The nearest airport is 50 km away, with domestic and
international connectivity.
4. Other Transport Facilities
o Example: Boat services available for villages near rivers or backwaters.
o Example: Cycling and walking trails for eco-friendly travel within the
village.

8.2. Please provide a description of the status of access in the village to the following
services: * (100 words limit total):
e drinking water

e sanitation services
e electricity

Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks about the availability and quality of basic services in the village,
including drinking water, sanitation, and electricity. It should briefly describe whether
these services are fully available, partially available, or need improvement.
Examples
Key Points to Include
1. Drinking Water
o Example: The village has piped drinking water supply under the Jal Jeevan
Mission.
o Example: Some households rely on wells, borewells, or community water
tanks.
2. Sanitation Services
o Example: Most homes have toilets under the Swachh Bharat Mission,
reducing open defecation.
o Example: The village has waste management and drainage systems to
maintain hygiene.
3. Electricity Supply
o Example: The village has 100% electrification with regular power supply
under the Saubhagya Scheme.
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o Example: Some areas face power cuts, but solar energy solutions are
being promoted

8.3.  Please provide a description of the village’s communications technology and
digital infrastructure (i.e. mobile broadband — 3G or above - internet bandwidth,
access to big data technology, etc.)? * (100 words limit): (Does the village have
mobile and internet services?)

Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web
pages links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks about the availability and quality of digital infrastructure in the
village, including mobile network coverage, broadband internet access, and any
advanced technology initiatives like digital banking or e-governance.
Examples
Key Points to Include
1. Mobile Network Coverage
o Example: The village has 3G/4G mobile network coverage from major
providers like Jio, Airtel, and BSNL.
o Example: Some remote areas may have weak signals, but improvements
are ongoing.
2. Internet & Broadband Access
o Example: Fiber-optic broadband connections are available in public offices
and schools.
o Example: Households rely on mobile data for internet access, with plans
for expansion.
3. Digital Services & Initiatives
o Example: The village has Common Service Centres (CSCs) for e-governance
and digital banking.
o Example: Wi-Fi hotspots have been installed in select areas to improve
connectivity.

8.4. Please add any relevant information related to this area (100 words limit): *
Write your text here

9. Health, Safety and Security

The village has health, safety and security systems to safeguard residents and tourists.

9.1. Isthe village part of a public health, safety and security plan/system? *
YES [
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NO U]

If selected YES, please provide a brief description (100 words limit):
Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village has a public health, safety, and security system in
place. This can include health centres, emergency medical services, disaster preparedness,
fire safety measures, police presence, or community-led safety initiatives.
If the village has such a system, select "YES" and briefly describe it.
Examples
Key Points to Include
1. Healthcare Facilities & Emergency Services
o Example: The village has a Primary Health Centre (PHC) with basic medical
services.
o Example: An ambulance service is available under the 108-emergency
response system.
2. Disaster Management & Safety Measures
o Example: The village follows disaster preparedness guidelines for floods,
landslides, or other risks.
o Example: A fire safety and response system is in place, with trained
volunteers.
3. Police & Community Safety Initiatives
o Example: The village has a police outpost or is monitored by the nearest
police station.
o Example: A community watch program ensures safety for residents and

tourists.
9.2. Isthe village close to health care services and providers? *
YES [J
NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description (100 words limit):

Write your text here
Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:

- Link1

- Link2

- Link3
This question asks whether the village has easily accessible healthcare facilities, such as
hospitals, clinics, primary health centers (PHCs), or emergency medical services. It should
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mention the distance to the nearest healthcare provider and the types of medical services
available.
If the village has healthcare access, select "YES" and briefly describe the available services.
Examples
Key Points to Include
1. Primary Healthcare Facilities
o Example: The village has a Primary Health Center (PHC) providing general
medical services.
o Example: A sub-health center operates with trained healthcare workers for
minor treatments.
2. Access to Hospitals & Specialized Care
o Example: The nearest district hospital is 15 km away, offering emergency
and maternity services.
o Example: The village is connected to Ayushman Bharat health centers for
affordable medical care.
3. Emergency & Mobile Health Services
o Example: 108 ambulance services are available for medical emergencies.
o Example: Periodic health camps are conducted by NGOs and government
agencies.

9.3. In case of vulnerability to natural disasters, has the village an emergency plan? *
YES [

NO [

If selected YES, please provide a brief description (100 words limit):
Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages
links) that support your answer:
- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
This question asks whether the village has a disaster preparedness plan to handle natural
disasters such as floods, earthquakes, cyclones, landslides, or droughts. The plan may
include early warning systems, evacuation routes, emergency shelters, trained response
teams, and disaster drills.
If the village has such a plan, select "YES" and briefly describe it.
Examples
Key Points to Include
1. Early Warning & Monitoring Systems
o Example: The village has a flood warning system connected to the district
administration.
o Example: SMS alerts and community announcements warn villagers of
approaching disasters.
2. Evacuation & Emergency Shelter Plans
o Example: The village has designated safe zones and community shelters for
disasters.
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o Example: Evacuation routes are marked, and boats are available in
flood-prone areas.
3. Community Training & Preparedness
o Example: Disaster response teams trained by the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF).
o Example: Annual mock drills conducted to prepare villagers for emergencies.
4. Relief & Recovery Support
o Example: Stockpiling essential food, water, and medical supplies for disaster
situations.
o Example: Collaboration with NGOs and government agencies for
post-disaster rehabilitation.

9.4. Please add any relevant comments to the evaluation of this area (100 words limit): *

Write your text here
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10. Unigue Selling Point of the Village

10.1 Out of the given Priority pillars, which one is the most applicable tourism offering for
the village and provide the details so? Choose anyone in the following®* (200 words limit)

Priority Pillars

Adventure and Eco-Tourism
Heritage and Craft
Homestay Village
Rejuvenation

Community Based Tourism

Any others

Write your text here

Please provide relevant links (documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages

links) that support your answer:

- Link1
- Link2
- Link3
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Supporting Visual Files

Please upload relevant supporting visual files that are relevant to showcase the village resources
and initiatives. *
Participants are encouraged to provide audiovisual material of the best possible quality. Kindly
note that in the case of being recognized as Best Tourism Village, this material will be used for all
communication materials. In this field, priority should be given to any official promotional video of
the village

Format and limit specified:

Images: jpg. Up to 10 images. 20MB per file max.

Videos: mp4. Up to 3 videos. 30MB per file max. For videos, please provide relevant links

(documents saved on a cloud-based storage space, web pages links)

Please upload a document including the copyrights of all the materials uploaded in the previous
field following the template available here: *

Please provide up to three YouTube links or to other similar video sharing platforms (i.e.: Vimeo,
Tencent, iQiyi, etc.) of promotional videos of the village (if any).
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